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1. A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon
This book addresses the problems of peer pressure in school, and how even if your
child likes something that is unfavorable to other children (in this case, lima beans) it’s
best to stay true to who you are.
2. Be a Star Wonder Woman by Michael Dahl
This little girl can’t possibly be afraid of school when she follows the path of wonder
woman. Be a star in school by being prepared, brave and ready to accept help!
3. The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn
This book addresses the separation anxiety your child may experience when starting
school (or returning after a long break). Follow the story of Chester Raccoon as he
readies for school.
4. The Night Before Kindergarten by Natasha Wing
A parody of the classic Christmas song (the Night Before Christmas), join excited
kindergartners as they prepare for their first day of school!
5. First Day Jitters by Julie Danneberg
The first day of school is always filled with anticipation and nerves – the best part of this
book is the ending (a total surprise and gets me every time).
6. Matilda by Roald Dahl
Matilda is a very special girl who is very smart. This classic children’s book is equally
hilarious and thought provoking.
7. Frindle by Andrew Clements
This was one of my absolutely favorite books as a child myself, follow the main
character (a fifth grader and total class clown) as he creates a joke that he can no
longer contain.
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8. The Pout Pout Fish Goes to School by Deborah Diesen
One of the most beloved kid’s literature characters is back and now he’s off to school.
This book will encourage your children to discuss their apprehensions related to school
starting.
9. Llama Llama Misses Mama by Anna Dewdney
Being nervous about school and being apart from mom or dad is totally natural, and this
book will help your child know they aren’t along in feeling this way.
10. David Goes to School by David Shannon
David is a rebellious and wacky little kid misbehaves at school (a good example of how
not to act) and eventually has to pay the consequences of not being a good boy.
11. The Art Lesson by Tomie dePaola
Conventional art and rule following is not what little Tommy expected when starting
school – he enjoyed being creative without following rules. Thanks to an understanding
teacher, Tommy is able to be his own individual self while still remaining within
boundaries.
12. Follow the Line to School by Laura Ljungkvist
An interactive book to help your children get comfortable and familiar with common
school related objects and settings.
13. On the First Day of Kindergarten by Tish Rabe
Set to the classic Christmas song “The Twelve Days of Christmas” your kids will be so
excited about school starting and all the fun they’ll have at the first day of kindergarten
after reading this book!
14. How Dinosaurs Go to School? by Jane Yolen
It turns out kids are nearly identical to dinosaurs – rambunctious and playful. So, how do
dinosaurs go to school anyway? Find out in this fun book!
15. Go to School, Little Monster by Helen Ketterman
In this delightfully imaginative book, your child will experience a first day of school from
the perspective of a little monster. Their world may be different than ours, but
regardless, there is nothing to be afraid of when it comes to going to school!
16. Ralph Tells a Story by Abby Hanlon
Ralph struggles with writing and coming up with a story, but luckily his classmates are
willing to give him a helping hand, and soon he realizes writing is actually quite fun.

20 FANTASTIC CHILDREN’S BOOKS ABOUT SCHOOL

Addison Reads

17. Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Auggie is a sweet and amazing character with a face different than everyone else. This
incredible book will soon hit the big screen and solidifies messages of loving one
another and compassion.
18. I’m a Little School Bus by Margery Cuyler
Set to the rhyme “I’m a Little Tea Pot” this book is great for your younger children who
aren’t off to school themselves yet (but maybe see a bigger brother or sister heading out
the door). Get them excited about starting themselves and ease the transition.
19. Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes
A little mouse named Chrysanthemum absolutely loves her name – until some
classmates make fun of it. In the end, it is her teacher who defends her (and ends up
naming her newborn child after her!).
20. Confessions of a Former Bully by Trudy Ludwig
This tale is told from the perspective of a bully – and all the action steps she took to get
out of that way of life and to become a better person.
Disclaimer: The links listed here are affiliate links. That means when you choose to purchase a book from
this list via my link, I will earn a percentage of the sale at no extra cost to you.

Hello to you!
My name is Samantha, and I am the
blogger and kid lit curator over at
Addison Reads.
I teach parents how to find books for
their families that include their core
values and genuine interests – creating
something I call the Intentional
Bookshelf.
My mission is to give every parent the
tools necessary to build a home library
for their family where they feel truly
reflected. Get to know me more over on
the blog, and don’t forget to say hello!
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